
A team from ISD and woreda agriculture office made a visit to 
share the experience of ERSHA on vermin composting 

Enhanced Rural Self Help Association (ERSHA) with the financial support of SOS 

FAIM Belgium is implementing Ambo farmers’ cooperative Union Capacity 

building project targeting Ambo Union and 14 primary cooperatives with the 

objective of enhancing livelihood of the target small holder farmers through

increasing production and creating remunerative market for their products. 

To achieve its objectives ERSHA, in 2019, has started ecologically friendly 

agricultural practices through promoting Vermicomposting. 

The initiative was initially started with 13 model farmers (4 female) and currently, 

the number of farmers involved in Vermicompost production has reached 49 (17 

female). The initiative is currently implemented in 5 kebeles namely Gosukora and 

Bilo kebeles from Ambo woreda and Melka Nega, Maruf and Nega File from Toke 

Kotaye woreda. 

Vermicompost preparation



To gain the knowledge and experience of ERSHA in vermin composting, a local 

CSO called Institute of Sustainable Development (ISD) two staff, Ato Tekalign and 

Ato Yenesew and woreda technical expert (Ato Hirpessa) have made a visit on 6 

October 2021 at Maruf Keble, Tokke Kutaye woreda, West Shewa zone of Oromia 

region to share the experience of Enhanced Rural Self Help Association (ERSHA) 

on vermin composting. During the experience sharing visit discussion was held 

with three model farmers; namely Ato Abebi, Wakuma and Alemayehu that are 

using the technology. The discussion and field visit mainly focused to know how 

and when they have started the application of the technology on their farm lands, 

the type of crops planted, the benefits obtained in using vermin composting

including a visit on their farm lands.  

The farmers have thanked ERSHA for the technical and material support provided 

and the continuous follow up made to make them confident is using the 

technology, to get the maximum benefit out of it and to improve their livelihood 

and income. . 

The team during the field visit

The experience sharing participants have also appreciated the initiative of ERSHA 

in vermin composting and interested to collaborate in scaling up of the initiative 

to other parts of the country in a wider scale. 



Wheat and cabbage planted by applying vermicompost 

In addition, ERSHA team have made discussion with Ato Terefe Ararsa, West 

Shewa Zone Agriculture and Natural Resource office head, on the history of 

ERSHA in Ambo and Tokke Kutaye woredas in general and the vermicompost

initiative in particular. The office head appreciated the initiative made by ERSHA in 

the two woredas and willing to cooperate and provide the necessary support as 

required. The project office has planned to organize a field day to share the 

experiences and lesson on vermin composting to farmers and relevant sector 

office heads and experts drawn from zone and woreda agriculture offices,  
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